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stock Thus, by a gigantic stroke, railwa^fcom-
petition in the vast region west of the Mississippi
was eliminated, and a combination of capital,
far greater than that of the Steel Trust, was
formed The Harnman properties now embraced
the Southern Pacific system, with its eleven thou-
sand miles of railroad radiating throughout the
entire Southwest, and the Illinois Central, with its
five thousand miles extending down the Missis-
sippi Valley to the Gulf The Hill properties, now
jointly controlled and operated by Hill and Harri-
man, included over fifteen thousand miles of lines
radiating throughout the entire rich region north
and northwest of Chicago and extending through
to the Pacific by two distinct routes

But this alliance of western properties by no
means represented all or nearly all the railroad
power of either Harnman or Morgan Harriman
had caused the Union Pacific to acquire important
interests in the New York Central, the St Paul,
the Atchison, and the Chicago and North-Western,
following out the "community of interest" theory
of which he was such a strong advocate Morgan,
on his part, was just as firmly as ever in control of
his eastern properties, the Erie and the Southern,
and had important influence in the management of